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Looking Back and Ahead
Today's issue marks the beginning of the 48th year of 

continuous publication of the HERALD.
This nearly half century has been marked by Spectac­ 

ular changes within the community. Torrance has grown 
from a pleasant, sleepy little settlement to one of Califor­ 
nia's leading cities in population, industrial production, 
tnd retail business.

It has become known as a good place in which to live, 
work, and play. Its climate is second to none: its people 
represent a cross section of America, and they can look 
forward to a future with well founded hope. It is safe to 
Observe most persons 'living in Torrance today will con­ 
tinue in residence and they will be joined by new neighbors 
from ever>' section of the country.

The city is not without its problems, but. they are far 
from insoluable and should be taken in stride if our peo­ 
ple are sufficiently interested to insist that we continue to 
have good government and good, reliable community lead- 
trship.

Since tht index finger of growth was pointed at Tor- 
tanee after World War II. a major problem has continued 
to plague those laboring for the always desirable achieve­ 
ment of unity and identity. It used to be said that Los An­ 
geles was an area looking for a city. The course of events 
in Torrance has made many thoughtful leaders begin to 
Wonder if this great city is endangered by those who persist 
in treating it as an area, a collection of neighborhoods or 
districts all enjoying the fruits of a well planned and de­ 
veloped municipality and still unaware.and unreminded
 f their over all responsibilities to Torrance their city.

This is the time for resolutions and this newspaper 
pledges that it will continue to work for Torrance and to 
support all those individuals and organizations whose un-
 elfesh efforts and loyalties are unselfishly dedicated tow­ 
ard making their city well and favorably known in t h e 
community of large cities that have made California great. 

By working for these common goals all of us. together. 
can assure ourselves that 1961 will be a happy and re­ 
warding year for Torrance.

'A Community Salute
A Up of the community hat is in order for those Tor­ 

rance residents who spent a lot of effort (and not a little 
money in many cases) to add to the festive holiday season 
with elaborate, well designed home and lawn displays

In at. least two obvious areas of town along Toucan 
St. in the Southwest Park area and along Thornburg Ave. 
in North Torrance the residents pooled talents and ideas 
to transform whole blocks into a story-book picture of what 
Christmas is supposed to look like, complete with cotton 
snow. Santas, reindeer, candy canes, and elaborate lighting 
systems.

The efforts expended by these people brought pleasure 
to thousands who drove by to see the displays during 
Christmas week.

The HERALD congratulates these residents and others 
who took time to wrap their homes in the symbols of a most 
important holiday.
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Out of the Past
From the Files of the HERALD

The HERALD of Jan. 2, 
1941 carried a story record­ 
ing a drop of retail sales dur­ 
ing the 1940 year to $421.417 
from the previous record of 
of $591.000 in 1939. Contrast 
with 1960's record taxable 
Sdles for Torrance of consid­ 
erably more than $100 mil­ 
lion.

A cheerful report was made 
announcing the new Torrance 
office of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles. For the first 
time local motorists were able 
lo purchase Uieir 1941 plates 
ami transact other business 
with the DMV in their home 
town. When the new office 
opened there were 20 in line 
and the first to receive his 
plates was .1. Leslie Trudgeon 
of 1634 Arlington.
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The tben current interest 
in raising chinchillas told of 
the arrival at a local farm 01 
the aristocratic rodents val- 

,ued at $214.400. The enthusi­ 
astic farm operator called the 
little beast "the cleanest in 
the world yet they use only 
dust to wash with."

•ir -it <r

The late Dr W. L. Laughon 
was elected chief of stiff at 
Torranoe Memorial Hospital.

At the time he had been 
practicing in Torrance for 13 
years.
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The year 1940 ended on a 
sour note for the Torrance 
police department when it 
was discovered night prowlers 
had broken into the city hall 
and ransacked desks in five 
offices only a few yards from 
police headquarters.

"and many homeowncrs in 
Torrance today," commented 
the HERALD, "owe their 
homes to leniency of Jared 
Torrance. founder of the city 
bearing his name, and his as­ 
sociates In the old Dominguei 
Land Corp."

In 1940 the land company 
had difficulty in disposing of 
oil lands which later produc­ 
ed millions.

PREVENT CRIPPLING DISEASES
Volunteers filled more than 

half the city's selective serv­ 
ice call of 22 as 1940 faded 
into history- Most of the vol­ 
unteers came from Torrance 
and Lorn it a and were schedul­ 
ed to undergo one year of 
training in preparation for 
World War II.

tr 'V <:

Sale of the Dominguez Land 
Corp. holdings, consisting of 
houses and acreage for 600 
lots, was announced. Arthur 
A. Helwig of Chicago was the 
purchaser. A story in the 
HER A L D recounted the 
trials and tribulations of the 
land company in the depres­ 
sion years following World 
War I. Many purchasers of 
homes simply quit making 
 payments on their contracts. 
There were few eviction*

PLEASE SAY YES TO THE 
01 MARCH OP DIMES

Labor Influence on Congress Growing

I Opinions of Others
If he had been an ordinary man or just another politi­ 

cian. Ezra Taft Benson would have long since disappeared 
from the Washington scene. Throughout his term of office, 
it has been his lot to enforce laws he believed unsound and 
to administer a program of waste and extravagance, which 
he could not get Congress to change. In doing this, he has had 
to shoulder all the blame, all the Congressional ire for poli­ 
cies which would not work. When he goes back to Utah, the 
United States will lose the services of a man who was not 
afraid to think straight In a world of political confusion.  
Chester (B.C.) Reporter.
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(Continued from Page 11
ing bonds of such large cities as might be vulnerable to 
bombing in case of World War HI.

My favorite municipals are those of the capital 
cities in the interior of the country; in fact any grow­ 
ing interior city should be a high-grade investment. 
These bonds must pay their interest irrespective of 
business conditions. The capital cities are especially- 
helped by having the payroll of the state governments. 

LIVING COSTS AND INFLATION
Living costs may rise somewhat during 1961 due 

to the increase in population and the desire for more 
comforts and convenience. A person like myself, who 
has had children and grandchildren, knows how each 
succeeding generation considers as necessities what 
the parents considered luxuries. This, together with 
the higher cost of labor, is the primary reason for to- 
day's record-high (127.3) cost of living.

As there is only so much land available, rents will 
increase slowly. There, however, need not be a higher 
cost for food. The farmers are constantly raising 
greater crops which are being processed in more econ­ 
omical ways. The only reason for the cost of food to 
increase is the dependence of so many housewives on 
package "mixes." Ultimately all vegetables will be 
wholly or partly cooked and purchasable in containers.

Wages will hold up although there will be more 
unemployment in 1061. This means that take-home 
pay will be less for most families.

Inflation is not to be feared during 1061. With 
his small popular vote plurality. Mr. Kennedy will be 
very slow to do anything to hurt the purchasing power 
of the dollar. Barring World War III. 1 believe that the 
dollar will be just as sound a year from now as it is 
today. Our U.S. dollar is looked upon by the world as 
a standard.

FARM INCOME AND PRICES
Good crops and moderate prices Indicate a fair 

year in 1961 for farmers. I. therefore, look for a rea­ 
sonably heavy volume of the things farmers buy dur­ 
ing 1061. including equipment for getting on with less 
help. The farmers cannot expect any boom, but pro­ 
fits, on average, should be at satisfactory levels. My 
forecast, in detail, is:

Larger volume of marketings should more than 
offset any reduction in farm prices. Therefore, 1961 
cash receipts for farmers should be slightly higher 
than 1960s $11,300,000,000 net. I furthermore learn 
that the Intelligent farmer is reducing his indebted­ 
ness, which is always an optimistic sign. As I dictate 
this forecast. I am told that growing conditions are 
favorable in most sections, with sufficient moisture in 
the ground and other seasonal optimistic factors. The 
prices which farmers will receive in 1901 for crops 
will, of course, depend upon weather; but, each year, 
agricultural science is helping the farmers to avoid 
early frost losses and to secure needed moisture. 

EMPLOYMENT. WAGES, AND TAXES
Strike activity may well be at a postware minimum 

during Itttil, with any dislocations limited to independ­ 
ent separate companies. First important industrywide 
negotiations will come in the auto industry, but not 
until September 1961. Railroad workers cannot strike 
until November 1, 1961 at the earliest. Most steel con­ 
tracts hold until June 30, 1962.

The average employment in 1960 was about 67,- 
000,000 workers. 1 forecast that 1U61 will average a 
million fewer wageworkers. Countrywide, unemploy­ 
ment reached an high as 4'/a million in 1960, and for 
1961 may hit j'j million The basic difficulty is that 
while industry is cutting back, the labor force is be­ 
coming larger This means that it will be more difficult 
for those getting through schools and colleges to get 
positions in 1961 unless they are well trained in busi­ 
ness, mechanics, or electronics. Certainly, the demand 
for executives will be less in 1961 than it has been for 
some years. Those executives who now have positions 
should strive to do better work, not ask for increases, 
and do everything possible to hold onto their jobs.

Labor leaders hope to have a key to the White

House with Mr. Kennedy as President. This may apply* 
to the settling of strikes and contract disputes. The 
AFL-CIO will influence more votes in Congress dur­ 
ing 1961-62 than in 195940 The conservative South­ 
ern Democrats, however, will unite with Republicans 
to block radical labor legislation. Congress certainly 
will not outlaw the "right-to-work" legislation which 
has been passed in certain conservative states, nor will 
labor get a revision of the Taft-Hartley Act. Congress 
will not compel industry to collect di$s from union 
members, but may temper the recent Court decision* 
ruling against excess union spending.

All tht above means that labor will be able to 
hold its own during 1961 and secure some small In­ 
creases in wages, pensions, and improved working con­ 
ditions; but this may not be what labor expected to 
get from the election of President Kennedy.

The Federal Government will not increase Income 
taxes during 1961; but may close some loopholes and 
increase certain excise taxes.

BUILDING AND REAL ESTATE 
Looking back over the years that I have been 

making these Annual Forecasts, it seems that building 
and real estate have been the last to profit from a 
boom, and the last to suffer from the following reac­ 
tion. Readers all know that from its World War II low 
point new building, especially of homes, gradually 
rose to an all-time high in 1950. Part of this growth 
has been due to increased population and higher in­ 
comes.

In addition to the natural growth to which new 
building was entitled, it was greatly encouraged by 
loans to veterans without any down payment, the ac­ 
ceptance of twenty-year mortgages by banks in place 
of a maximum mortgage of five years, and by subsidies 
of various kinds. Like all stimulants, however, these 
have gradually become less effective. Hence, a decline 
in new building and new home construction is only 
natural to expect in 1961.

1 do, however, forecast that a move for urbol 
renewal will be urged and secured by the new Presi­ 
dent. This means pulling down the slums of large cities 
and substituting brick apartment houses with play­ 
grounds. When any new building is built, it increases 
the value of the adjoining land and increases real es­ 
tate taxes.

Therefore, 1961 may see real estate prices hold 
their own and even rise in certain sections. Small 
farms near cities will continue to increase in price, 
and this will be true of most well-drained suburban 
property. Every family is justified in mortgaging to 
buy a home in 1961, but 1 doubt if 1961 will be a good 
year to speculate in real estate. The bloom is surely 
off in Florida, where the supply of new houses temp­ 
orarily exceeds the demand.

WORLD OUTLOOK
I cannot conscientiously close this Forecast for 

1961 without calling readers' attention to the unsatis­ 
factory situation that we find the world in today. I do 
not need to comment on Russia or China, as readers 
are well acquainted with conditions there. I, however, 
must add that Mr. Kennedy is agreeable to a Summit 
Conference as he is itching for a talk with Mr. 
Khrushchev; Kennedy has already stated that he is 
willing to put Formosa under the United Nations.

Readers should note the headway which the Com­ 
munists are making in other parts of the world. South­ 
east Asia, for instance, is a very rich area. It is envied 
by both China and Russia. We may expect continued 
revolts in South Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos.

I am especially troubled about the way the Com­ 
munists are working into Central and South America. 
I know South America very well. It has virtually no 
"middle class " There are a few rich, but millions of 
very poor. The Communists are organizing great 
strikes in Latin America. As these strikes accomplish 
something for the wageworkers, they give the Com­ 
munists good ammunition for further progress. This 
situation has been intensified by the agents of Castro. 

Another very sore spot is Africa, which I visited 
two years ago. South Africa will blow up of itself,

without any help or hindrance from Russia. The Congo, 
however, which the United Nations is now trying to 
straighten out, is a serious problem; and the Congolese 
feel that their condition would be improved by Russia's 
h,elp. The great African question, however, will be con­ 
cerned with the new countries which have been given 
their independence from the colonial system they have 
been under for ISO years. Here, Russia, Belgium, and 
France are playing a waiting game to see if the new 
nations can make good by themselves.

I cannot imagine the Russians now going to war 
over Berlin. I am more disturbed about the gains in 
the Communist vote in European countries. For in­ 
stance, the Communists in Italy received only 19r e of 
the vote in 1946, but 28% in 1960. Even in France, 
the Communist vote is again increasing. The money in­ 
terests of France want the Algerian rebels stamped 
out for good, while the farmers and small businessmen 
want DeGaullt to give Algeria its freedom. When I 
was in France a few weeks ago, it was generally con­ 
ceded that if DeGaule should suddenly drop dead, 
chaos might reign. 1 dislike to end this forecast with 
these pessimistic comments; but even if our country 
is going along on an even keel, some occurrence in 
some other part of the world could upset all our plans. 
HENCE, BE SURE YOU HAVE MADE A WILL!

Little Chats

On Public Notice
(Cupyrtflil 1WO>

By JAMES E. POLLARD

AN OLD TRAFFIC BLINKER
(No. 6 la a Series)

An out-of -state motorist was 
driving along a New England 
highway that was unfamiliar 
to him. All of a sudden he 
became aware of a double 
amber blinker on his left, 
ahead and above the road. He 
had never seen this kind of 
signal and wondered what it 
me«nt.

* * *
His puzzlement was soon 

reioived. In a short distance 
he saw a side road approach­ 
ing from the right. The blink­ 
er was a permanent caution, 
warning the approaching driv­ 
er to be extra careful

Within limits, the blinker 
was like a public notice. The 
purpose of the notice may 
vary but basically it is in­

tended to call attention to 
something. It is designed, 
moreover, to give due notice. 
Generally this means suffi­ 
cient tim« to enable those 
concerned to take whatever 
steps may be necessary to 
protect their rights and in­ 
terests, whether collective or 
individual.

-t + <~
By long practice the bona 

fide newspaper of paid gen­ 
eral circulation has been 
shown to be the beit general 
medium for such notices 
That is why the laws of all 
50 states muke provision for 
the publication in such news­ 
papers of hundreds ui kinds 
of public notices. Tin* hat 
come to be a basic part of 
Hie American legal systvm 
and, indeed, of the democrat 
ic process itself.
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